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Introduction
Crafted Folk encapuslates both fl oral 
embroidery and fl at design trends but with an 
Eastern European, fairytale twist. The patterns 
often include delicate plants and animals all 
based around a simple, rich colour palette. 
Crafted Folk has appeared in fashion, 
stationery and wallpapers, and continues to 
inspire, this season.

Folk art has traditionally incorporated 
everyday imagery, combining nature and 
utilitarian objects in bright, primitive colours 
and disproportionate sizing. For example, you 
might fi nd an enormous daisy next to a tiny 
horse, or a giant cat the size of a house. Many 
famous artists have explored folk art within 
their work, including Pablo Picasso and 
Mexican artist Frida Kahlo.

It is very diffi  cult to describe the origins of folk 
art of indeed what folk art ‘is’. It is based on the 
traditions and values of numerous cultures 
and varies throughout the ages and in 
diff erent locations. 

In this latest iteration, ‘Crafted Folk’, you can 
see infl uences drawn from Boho, canal boat 
art, the natural elements, fairytales, north and 
Eastern Europe, and bright colours. 
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Crafted Folk
A whimsical update on floral prints
Hand-crafted / Eastern European / Muted  
colour palette / Whimsical / Floral / Textured
Embroidery / Delicate / Fairy tale / Flat design 
/ Travel / Animals / Plants / Natural / Reds & 
blues / Summer

Not only will you find patterned prints, but 
embroidery on clothing and shoes is in this 
season. Embroidery on cigarette cut jeans is a 
big fashion statement, combined with jackets, 
shirts, T-shirts and even bikinis with more of 
the same. 
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One trend that seems to be timeless is the 
Swedish Dalecarlian (Dala) horse. With  
Scandinavian interior trends still prevalent 
in the market, this iconic red horse takes on 
many different forms and styles. 

Rooted in Swedish woodcarving history, these 
little toy horses were made by forest dwellers 
for their children, as horses were an honoured 
and valuable resource. This carving and  
painting of horses became a bartering tool, to 
exhange for household goods during times of 
economic hardship. 

A furniture painter painted the first Dala horse 
with all its patterns and colours, creating a 
trend that increased the financial worth of the 
little wooden horses. 

The Dala horse is still made of pine and the 
classic pattern that we know and love is about 
150 years old! 

You will find many twists and takes on the Dala 
horse, as horses are such an integral part of 
folk art.

We have created our own take on the Dala 
horse and can envisage it on a range of  
homewares, such as plates and mugs,  
cushions, wash bags, embroidered purses, 
skirts, curtains and even wall stickers. Our 
horse still has a patterned ‘saddle’, but we have 
also removed patterned elements and placed 
them around the horse as well. 

The original The re-make

The Dala Horse
The making of a design classic
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Pattern design
The Pink Sky version: Crafted Folk

We have had great fun creating our own 
Crafted Folk patterns. Drawing inspiration 
from historical and cultural influences, what is 
in the shops and, of course, our own imagina-
tions, we have created a couple of patterns for 
you to enjoy. In keeping with current trends 
this is a modern take on a traditional art form. 

We have chosen themes that could be used all 
year round, but we love the idea of using them 
on large garden cushions or in a ‘she shed’! 
Combine with some neutral coloured fabric 
and plants in tin buckets for your Crafted Folk 
look with a modern twist.
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We have developed a couple of colour palettes 
to represent ‘Crafted Folk’ as a trend. Working 
with colours we have seen in patterns around 
us, we have developed one rich palette and 
one that is slightly more muted, but still very 
modern.

The colour palette can form the difference 
between the success or failure of a pattern on 
any given application. Be brave, be bold, but 
know when to stop!  

It’s all about colour
Making patterns work
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Looking to the future
Where next?

It certainly seems like it is going to be a  
colourful summer, but what will the next  
seasons hold, and where can we go from  
Crafted Folk? Looking at other cultural  
influences is always a great start. 

We will probably see more modern takes on 
design classics in the months to come,  
particularly with shoes, accessories for 
gadgets, bicycles and bags.

Where will the Crafted Folk trend go next? We 
predict that it will start to appear on dog  
collars and leads, phone and laptop cases, 
wash bags and formal handbags with a fun 
twist. You heard it first here!

With love from Pink Sky... 



10 Bath Mews
Bath Parade
Cheltenham
Glos. GL53 7HL

01242 808668

info@pinkskydesign.com
www.pinkskydesign.com


